[Hepatic microsomal delta 9 desaturation of stearic acid in the spontaneously diabetic female BB rat].
delta 9 desaturation of stearic (1-14C) acid has been estimated from incubation of liver microsomes of adult female spontaneously diabetic BB rat, an animal model resembling the spontaneous juvenile diabetes in humans, comparatively to adult female control Wistar rat. The animals were sacrificed, when hyperglycemic, 24 hours after the last insulin injection to the BB rats. Stearic acid delta 9 desaturase activity is drastically depressed in the BB rats when fatty acid composition of liver phospholipids and microsomal total liver lipids are changed in spite of the daily injection of insulin necessary for the BB rats survival.